
Virginia Creeper Trail Club  

General Membership Meeting 
7 PM, August 31, 2011 

Washington County Public Library 

 

Present:  Carolyn Barry, Charlie Barry, Skip Blackburn, Jane Caldwell, Eliot Cannon, Lawrence Dye, Link 
Elmore, Doug Goss, Eleanor Grasselli, Rebecca Harrington, Chris Lindeman, Steve Lindeman, Anne Maio, Greg 

Meade, Bunny Medeiros, Sharon Miller, Wayne Miller, Roger Reynolds, Debbie Stern, Chris Sullivan, Jeff 

VanCleef, Kevin Worley 
 

General Business / President’s Report – Wayne Miller 

 VCTC President Wayne Miller called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 

 Charles Barry is selling tickets for a fundraiser to benefit the Arts Depot on October 8
th
, 5-8 PM.  Tickets are 

$10 and include dinner at Pizza Inn, with the proceeds going to the Arts Depot.  

 Wayne reported that Abingdon won the “Showing the Love” competition and is currently leading the national 

contest for “Coolest Town” contest. 

 The minutes of the June 29, 2011 meeting were approved with no corrections.  Charles Barry motioned for 

approval, Link Elmore seconded. 

 It was reported that according to Jack McCrady, Mayor of Damascus, the town is working on crosswalk 

improvements at the Caboose, with VDOT agreeing to install a yellow flashing light at the crosswalk.  

 Wayne plans to present a check for $5,000 on behalf of the VCTC to the Town of Abingdon at the Town 

Council meeting on September 6
th
 for the improvements in Alvarado. 

 Sharon Miller is selling VCTC train whistles for $2 at this meeting. 

 Wayne shared a picture of Trestle #7 that he took in June, before the trestle was destroyed by the tornado. 

 

Tornado / Storm Damage Report 

Kevin Worley, Director of Abingdon Parks and Recreation: 

 He reported on the status of the Creeper Trail cleanup and replacement of Trestle #7.  Their resident engineer 

is in the process of getting designs, options, and associated cost estimates from engineering firms for trestle 

replacement.  The like-for-like, all wood construction replacement estimate of about $10M would be cost 

prohibitive, so variations to preserve the historic look but using modern construction options are under 
consideration.  These options include using fiberglass timbers with a wood façade and wood deck.  Kevin 

encouraged everyone to submit comments and design ideas.  Since this will be new construction, it must 

conform to current Federal Standard building codes, like Alvarado Station, because the project will receive 

federal funding.  The code will require the trail to be widened from 8-10’ to 12-14’, which will increase cost.  
Access to the site for heavy equipment and construction materials is also an ongoing concern.  He said they 

are still working out the timeline, but plan to have a groundbreaking ceremony because there is considerable 

interest in the project from the community.  He stated that the trestles and trail bed are insured, including 
flood protection. 

 Kevin reported that the Alvarado Pavilion will be decked and the handrail will be finished by the end of the 

week.  There will also be a grill and fire ring at the pavilion. He also reported that there is nothing in Alvarado 

Station now, but that Belle Avery is interested in setting up an interactive museum and is in the process of 
building a collection of artifacts for the museum.  He is currently addressing the need for a crosswalk to 

access the Mann property from Alvarado Station with VDOT. 

 Kevin is also working with VDOT on enhancements at Watauga for bathrooms and parking.  They need to 

have the funding, design and environmental studies complete before the project can proceed. 

 

Vice President’s Report – Eliot Cannon 

Nothing to report. 

  



Treasurer Report – Greg Meade 

 Greg reported that the VCTC had $50,282 on hand. 

 The VCTC Board of Directors voted to give $5,000 to the Town of Abingdon for Alvarado improvements. 

 Jim Hutton’s property was impacted by the tornado so he and his equipment have not been available for 

resurfacing work. 

 

Secretary Report 

Nothing to report. 

 

Committee Reports 

Membership – As of the latest VCTC membership count, there were 185 members. 

Construction – Roger Reynolds reported that work would proceed on installation of the new reflective signs for 
the 47 trestle.  The Abingdon Parks and Recreation crew would install the first 15 signs and the VCTC will work 

to install the others. 

Events – Chris Lindeman reported that the VCTC has participated in the following events this year:  April VCT 
cleanup, Earth Day, Trail Days, Trail Conference, Highlands Festival, and Plumb Alley Days.  She commended 

Anne Maio for getting publicity in the local newspaper.  Chris discussed details for the VCTC Picnic on 

September 25
th
 at Alvarado Park (not Wye Park) so the members could see the new pavilion and Alvarado 

Station.  She reminded picnic attendees to bring a dish to pass.  Chris also said that the Serum Run may not be 
held on the trail next year. 

Publicity – Wayne Miller announced that Gene Neal taped a 15 minute interview of him that is scheduled to air 

Sunday morning, September 4
th
 on WABN. 

Nominating – Nothing to report. 

State of the Trail – Lawrence Dye reported on construction of the trestles and that trestles 35 and 36 will be totally 

replaced by the USFS.  Lawrence reported that he has ridden 162,548 miles to date on the Creeper Trail. 
 

Guests and Partners 

Trail Advisory Board – Wayne Miller reported that the next meeting is scheduled Wednesday, November 7
th
. 

Town of Abingdon – Kevin Worley discussed the need for signs, including blue signs for reporting suspicious 
activity or 911 for emergencies.  Abingdon is looking into installing emergency call stations at Abingdon and 

Watauga trailheads.  A man who was allegedly exposing himself in the trail section between the Abingdon 

trailhead and Winterham was apprehended, but there was another report of a man in a loincloth in Alvarado.  
Wayne wrote a letter about the flasher(s) to the Abingdon Town Council and reported that officers on Segways 

were seen on the trail.  There are also male and female undercover officers, on foot and riding bicycles, on various 

sections of the trail. 

Town of Damascus – no representative(s) present. 
USFS – no representative(s) present. 

Trail Neighbors – no representative(s) present. 

 

Program 

Wayne Miller entertained the meeting attendees by playing his guitar and singing songs about the VCTC.  Link 

Elmore said he plans to post Wayne’s lyrics on the VCTC website. 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM by VCTC President Wayne Miller. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Debbie Stern 

 
 


